THE  REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
houses as *a Comon Laystall for dirt and Rubbish7.1 Yet the
increased facilities reduced the incentive to challenge the rules.
The new streets were easier to clean, the alleys fewer and less
impenetrable, and the drivers of the dirt carts with their wooden
clappers had less occasion for conniving at breaches. The lay-
stalls were now adequate, besides being better situated, and the
bargees who fetched their contents from the waterside to the
market gardens at Chelsea and Fulham, Battersea and Putney,
had no cause to grumble over inadequate cargoes.2
Drainage and flooding were also considered at the rebuild-
ing. Not only were the new houses connected more readily
with the channels, but with the help of the rubble the levels of
the streets were altered to allow surface water to be drained
away.8 Gracechurch Street, Cheapside and Cornhill were
amongst those amended, and, as Mr. Perks has shown, the
site of the Stocks building was lowered by as much as two feet.4
Along the river the rubble also played a part. There the
wharves were raised above the level of the highest spring tides,
thus ending a danger that still troubles the low-lying areas
above Westminster. Forgotten and unspectacular, such work
contributed nothing to London's outward magnificence, though
it must have played its part in improving the health and well-
being of her inhabitants.
Much more spectacular was the change in the market system.
The medieval town, ever preoccupied with problems of supply,
consistently sought to draw the country producer into direct
contact with the citizen householder. The former was com-
pelled by market monopolies and other methods to bring his
foodstuff's into the town and to sell them there under a system
elaborately regulated in the interests of the private buyer.
London had been no exception to this policy, and, though by
1 B.M., Add. MS. 5103, f. 235. The alley was by Tower Dock, in the parish of
All Hallows Barking.
2 J. Norden, writing in 1610, declared that this had 'of late* become a regular
practice; (Tfo Surveiors Dialogue (1610), p. 191).
*Gtaldhall Lib.t Broadsides, 12. 91.
*S. Perks, The History of the Mansion House (192*), pp. 114-15.
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